














THE SCROLL 
1 

Of THE UNREVEALED 

he pleasant and distinguished disciple, Rabbi Joseph, son 
of Judah, may his soul delight [in Paradise].2 

May the Lord grant you repose in the tabernacle of life and 
of wisdom, and keep you straight on the path of uprightness 
and integrity,3 and give you understanding to comprehend4 

the prophetic allegories5 and the spiritual assurances6 that were 
created based on the fundamental principle of the knowledge 
of God 7 and the divine names that are alluded to in some of the 
verses of the prophecy. 8 With the knowledge of these general 
principles, you will inherit the eternal and everlasting inherit
ance and not fall under the boundary of want. You will rise to 

IThe 1778 earliest version of Megillat Setarirn (see bibliography) entitles it 
Megaleh Arnukot (Revealer of Profundities). 

2The 1778 version prefaces this subtitle with the phrase "these are the 
words of the letter." 

3Literally: wonder or marvel. 
4Literally: a heart to know. 
sThe 1778 version renders: allegories of the prophets. 
tiThe 1778 version renders: assurances of the souls. 
7The 1778 version renders: based on the knowledge of the secrets of God. 
8The 1778 version renders: prophecies (plural). 



the level of marvelous wisdom, and your soul will resemble the 
holy angels on high. Your paths will be exalted and you will be 
elevated above the paths of the general populace who are 
dull-heartedY Your knowledge will be separate from the 
knowledge of fools whose ears are closed to listening. 

Since I know that you love the wisdom of Kabbalah 10 about 
which you say, "she is my sister, and she, even she herself said, 
'he is my brother,,,,ll I have combined what you studied before 
me 12 about the science of astronomy with certain wonderful 
remarks that I called to your attention about the topic of 
Kabbalah, which is an awesome and marvelous wisdom. 

I also saw fit to cause you to inherit another enlightened 
inheritance 13 and to perfect you in one fundamental principle 
upon which depend all its branches and roots. 14 In the depic
tion of this fundamental principle that describes the proper 
path for you to follow, you will be among those who understand 
divine knowledge. 15 Your lust will be tranquilized, the power of 
your intellect will be strengthened, the divine desire will be 
awakened in you, and you will be among the group of the 
perfect. You will also attain all your wishes provided the 
requests are honorable and lead to perfection of your pure 
soul. Do not let your thoughts wander to vanishing materialistic 
images,16 which suppress and cause the divine and free will to 
sink into the abyss.17 Also conduct yourself virtuously18 in 
relation to regulations of the land, your friends, and members 
of your household, and in your spiritual and physical activities. 

9Hebrew: areley lev, literally: uncircumcised, that is, obtuse, stupid, or 
dull-hearted. The 1778 version renders abirey lev, literally hardhearted, or 
stubborn. ( 

IOThe '1778 version renders: since this knowledge of yours includes a love 
of the wisdom of Kabbalah. 

II Allusion to Genesis 20:5. 
12The 1778 version renders: that which I saw before me. 
13The 1778 version renders: enlightened wisdom. 
14Literally: root. 
15Literally: higher knowledge. 
16The 1778 version renders: perdition of the Creator; obviously an error. 
17Literally: the depths of the ocean. 
18Literally: conduct your soul with virtues. 

Your free will should remain in your influence and prevail over 
everything that is contrary to your intellec~ except for those 
honorable and precious activities that are deSIred for the love of 

your spiritual glory. 
I swear by the life of the strong love 19 between me and you 

and your holy ancestors that mos~ of the tim~ I was perplexed 
by inquiries into existences accordmg to the VIew of the tr,:th of 
their content, as much as is feasible by human perceptIon. I 
toiled and found some of the truth. However, on faith I did not 
find the total truth from the standpoint of philosophical 
inquiry and the ways of their signs, not that I say that they are 

. 20 . b 
not correct in what they perceIved. However, It may e 

21 h h' . d correct because what they have proven throug t elr WIS om 
has not been disproven.22 Rather, they did not fi?d individual 
ways in their inquiry into the general nature of eXIstenc~s oth~~ 
than intellectual toil;23 but in respectable ways they dIstress 
the intellect and confuse it. However, in regard to the wisdom 
of Kabbalah,25 the truth of their ways is cleared of boulders

26 

that act as stumbling blocks. It becomes very easily under
stood· 27 everything falls within the human perception.

28 

Th~ prophets walked on this path29 and perceived all that 
they perceived of the knowledg~ of the fun.~re, and performed 
strange activities that are outSIde the habIt ?f nature. I too 
adopted some of their ways in the understandmg of the nature 
of existences and there became known to me the enormous 
doubts that I had. There became opened before me all the 

I!JThe 1778 version renders: chosen love. 
2°The 1778 version renders: taught. 
:n Literally: does not contradict the sign. 
22The 1778 version renders: to us. 
23The 1778 version omits this entire phrase. 
24The 1778 version renders: destroy. 
25The 1778 version renders: scholars of Kabbalah. 
26Literally: destoned. 
27That is, Kabbalah. . 
28The 1778 version renders: the boundary of human perceptIOn. 
2!JThe 1778 version renders: a strange path. 



d 30 f' I' oors 0 perp ex tty and there was placed in my hands the 
key of wisdom and the clarification of all that was concealed 
from me. Herewith I adjure you not to reveal these secrets in 

bl ' 31 
pu lC and the marvelous comments except to one with a fine 
nature,32 pure in deeds, pure in thoughts,33 and who walks in 
the paths of learning and of knowledge. 

Know, my brother, that it is explained in the books of the 
wisdom of Kabbalah that the holy, divine names are too 
numerous to count and all show the existence34 of angels who 
have levels one above the other and degrees one above the 
other. There is one Prime Cause35 that is straight36 over them 
and which is not a physical body, nor a force in a body nor 

. 37 ' 
~ssen~e m a body. The prophet alludes to these three nega-
tIves m the general portrayal of the Prime Cause in the three
part description of the secret of holiness. 38 His connection with 
the other causes that are related to Him is like the connection 
?et~~en the king and the judges. Below the judges are the 
JudICIal enforcers, and below the judicial enforcers are the 
officia.ls, and below the officials are the messengers who all went 
forth m haste by the king's commandment. 39 

The [divi~e~ names ~re powers that emanate from angels 
who are fulfIllmg the WIshes of their Creator.40 These powers 

30The 1778 version omits the word "all." 
31The 1778 version omits the term "in public." 
32The 1778 version renders: fine intellect. 
::The 1778 version re~ders: dejected in his eyes, or humble in spirit. 
35 Hebr~w: rna'~ut meanIng essence, nature, quality, "existence, being. 

That IS, Almighty God, the Most High. 
:~That .is, sin~ular or simple, not a combination of different substances. 

God IS an Incorporeal, not a corporeal, force; nor has he corporeal 
substa~ce, but He rules o~er the angels. Bar Joseph distorts the meaning by 
renderIng: the commonality [of angels] is that they are incorporeal, have no 
force and no essence in a [physical] body. 

::Probable allusion to "Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts" (Isaiah 6:3). 
Probable allusion to Esther 3: 15. 

40 Here Edelman has a lengthy footnote in which he speaks of a work called 
Sefer Ha'atzarnin containing an essay by Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra that cites the 
following in the name of Aristotle. They have already said that Aristotle has 
asserted that: the divine names are the powers that emanate from the power 

rest in the lower world by the decree of their Creator as is 
requested of them41 for good and for blessing, no matter how 
it turns out when it is mentioned by the requestor42 in the name 
of the One who demonstrates the truth of His request. 

If one perceives this matter of the holy names and mentions 
them with holiness and purity and includes his request [to God] 
with those names, they become an entity in his hand as a single 
request, and he will achieve 43 from Him whatever height he 
wishes. And it will be with him like whispered speech44 with a 
soft voice so that he can hear it without sounds. And he will 
understand illusions from Him in those matters that he asks of 
Him. The clarification of the requested matters and advice will 
come to him from afar to remove him from his confusions. He 
will stir them up with deep thoughts45 and the truth will be 
explained to him without any doubt. 

And if it should happen because of preoccupations with 
confusion that perturb his mind so that he becomes confused in 
perplexity46 or [he is perplexed] because of lack of holiness and 
purity, then all his doubts47 will only melt with great difficulty. 
The Master of the Prophets48 proved [this point] at the waters 
of Meribah.49 

Therefore, my brother, I will elaborate and teach you wis
dom because the matter of understanding the remainder of 

of their names which are the heavenly intellects and powers arranged level 
below level like a king and ajudge, and below that are judicial enforcers and 
below the judicial enforcers ... etc. until the completion of all the things 
mentioned here about this matter. Edelman also cites a work, Margoliyot 
Tovah, which quotes biblical verses to comment on and "correct" Ibn Ezra's 
statements. Also cited are numerous places in Maimonides' Guide of the 
Pe1plexed for many of the topics discussed in the present work, Megillat 
Setarilll. 

41The term "of them" appears twice in the 1778 versioll. 
42The 1778 version omits "the requestor." 
43The 1778 version renders: will be helped. 
14The 1778 version renders: with spiritual speech. 
45Literally: deep matters. 
46This entire phrase is missing in the 1778 version. 
47The 1778 version renders: all the doubts. 
4t!Moses. 
4YNumbers 20: 13. Literally: waters of strife. See also Exodus 17: 1-7. 



wisdom, which is concealed, requires that you devote yourself50 

to holiness and purity as much as possible. You should beware 
of lascivious talk and be extremely careful and far removed 
from the sense of touch. Devote your soul to divine knowledge 
and become wise from the things that emanate therefrom 
because you are a delightful person. 

After these matters51 it is up to you to know that in the 
scriptural verse, "And there 1 will meet with thee, and I will 
speak with thee from above the ark cover, from between the 
tw.o cherubim that are upon the ark of the testimony, of all 
thmgs that 1 will give thee in commandment unto the children 
of 1srael,,,52 you will find twenty-two words53 to which the 
author of the Book of Creation alludes when he asserts that 
twenty-two letters are carved out for the Engraver. 54 He 
exchanges them and combines them and creates with them 
every creation and every soul that is to be created in the future 
and they are twenty-two simple letters. The intent therewith 
is that whatever is created of the spiritual angels in human 
beings 55 is carved out with these twenty-two words. Thereby, a 
person can attain knowledge in the world 56 and will remember 
that which he forgot of matters that are possible [to know p7 

Know that Moses our Teacher, may he rest in peace, included 
in his perceptions these divine cognomens arranged from 
among the general names of the angels with whom he was in 
constant communication. This is alluded to when it is written: 
"He is faithful in all Mine house.,,58 From this scriptural verse 

50The 1778 version renders: prepare yourself. 
51The 1778 version renders: all these matters. 
52 Exodus 25:22. 
531n Hebrew, this scriptural verse has twenty-two words. 
54Almighty God. 
55Literally: external or human souls. 
56The 1778 version renders: can attain knowledge of that which is con

cealed. 
57 Bar Joseph suggests that the author may here be aUuding to the rabbinic 

adage that a fetus is taught the entire Torah but as soon as it is born, an angel 
comes and makes the fetus forget all it was taught. 

58Numbers 12:7. 

f h 59 
there emanate seven names from seven angels 0 t e seven 
heavens which comprise [the Hebrew acronym] Shatzam 
Chanakaf>0 (Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, Mercury .. 
Moon).61 Parallel62 to these are the seven sacrificial bullocks

63 

and also the festival sacrifices-all follow the path of the sevens. 
Similarly the seven sevens of the years of the J ubilee

64
, the 

65 h'l seven years of the Sabbatical year, the seven mont s untl 
Rosh Hashanah,66 the seven weeks until the receiving of the 
Torah,67 the seven days of the Sabbath.68 Also parallel to these 
are the seven altars that Balak built69 and the sprinkling [of the 
blood] on the seventh day [to purify] the ritually unclean. 70 

You already know from having studied the science of astron
omy with me that the moon returns to the planet opposite it on 
the seventh day of its cycle. 71 Its influence on the lower world 
does not change. All this is an allusion to and comment about 
the influence here of the forces that contact these seven planets. 

Behold, [1 here provide] for you the order of the seven 
names of the aforementioned scriptural verse.

72 
The first line 

59The 1778 version omits the word "seven." 
6uThe first letter of each of the seven planets in Hebrew: Shabatai (Saturn), 

Tzedek Uupiter), Ma'adim (Mars), Chamah (Sun), Nogah (Venus), Kochov 

(Mercury), Levanah (Moon). . . 
61 Edelman adds the names of the planets parenthetically 10 order to 

explain the Hebrew acronym. The parentheses do not appear in the 1778 

version. 
G2Literally: opposite. 
63Numbers 29:32. 
64Leviticus 25:8. 
65Leviticus 25:4. 
66Rosh Hashanah occurs on the first day of the seventh month, the month 

of Tishri. Numbers 29: 1. 
67The holiday of Pentecost, which commemorates the receiving of the 

Torah at Mount Sinai, occurs seven weeks after Passover. Leviticus 23: 15 and 

Deuteronomy 16:9. . 
68The seven days of the week of which the seventh is the Sabbath. GenesIs 

2:2. 
69Numbers 23: 1. 
70Leviticus 4:6, 4:17, 8:11,14:7,14:16,14:27, etc. 
71 Literally: event. 
72Exodus 25:22. 



represents the first letters 73 of the words and the second line 
represents the last letters of the words, and their punctuation 
should be as written forwards and backwards.74 The following 
are the names: V_L_Sh75 V_I_M76 H_M_Sh77 H_A_A78 A_H_E7'9 

K-A-A 80 O-E-B-y81 I-Ch_M82 I-Ch-L 83 T_N_E84 M-R-L 85 
N_T_T86 L_R_H87 K-L_E_L88 

The89 way to use [these names] in this matter90 is as follows: 
one should ~a~t o~ a Wednesday, which is the day of MercurJ" 
and part of It IS wisdom and knowledge of concealed things. 1 

And one should conduct oneself with extreme purity and more 
timidity than all human beings.92 When he goes to sleep during 
the first hour of the night, he should wash his head and all his 
flesh with water and clothe himself in a pure and clean shirt93 

and trousers and lie alone in bed and recite the aforementioned 
sentence with strong devotion and with a pure heart and with 
humble spirit. After that he should recite the aforementioned 

73Literally: heads of words. 
Hln a footnote, Bar Joseph states that his intention was to omit "the section 

dealing with the names of angels." However, in response to a plea by Rabbi 
Yehuda Tzvi Brandwine, author of Ma'alot Hasulam, Bar Joseph retained this 
section for the sake of the completeness of the Megillat Setarim. 

7!>Veno'adti Lecha Sham (and there I will meet with thee). 
7()Vedibarti Itcha Meyal (and I will speak with thee from above). 
77 Hakaporet Meebayn Shne (the ark cover, from between the two). 
78Hakerubim Asher Al (cherubim that are upon). 
79 Aron Ha'eydut Et (the ark of the testimony). 
~oKol Asher Atzaveh (of all things that I will give thee in commandment). 
HIOtcha EI Bnei Yisrael (unto the children of Israel). 
R2Veno'adti Leeha Sham. 
83Vedibarti Itcha Meyal. 
84Hakaporet Meebayn Shne. 
85 Hakerubim Asher At. 
86 Aron Ha'eydut Et. 
~7Kol Asher Atzaveh. 
880teha El Bne Yisrael. 
89Here the 1778 version adds the names of the seven planets: Saturn, 

Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon. 
90The 1778 version omits the phrase: in this matter. 
9IThe 1778 version renders: the concealed knowledge. 
92Literally: creations. 
93Hebrew: ehaluk, also refers to a robe, jacket, or gown. 

holy names. His heart should be constantly directed toward 
heaven. He should do this seven times, that is to say, he should 
read the aforementioned sentence [seven times] and then the 
seven names of the angels and become fluent in them.

94 
After 

complete introspection, he should direct his thoughts toward 
the doubt that he had about this or any other matter. 

Afterwards he should sleep on his left side. You will find that 
in the middle of your sleep the spirit of the Holy GO~95 .will 
affect you and the hair on your flesh will bristle as you ~all mto 
a sleep of confusion and fear of your thoughts. Durmg t~e 
nocturnal dream you will see the appearance of a man who will 
awaken you from your sleep. He will come to judge ,:ith you 
and will relate to you the mysteries of wisdom and [g~ve y~u] 
twice as much insight or96 he will appear as if he is argumg With 
yoU.97 He will clarify for you98 the thi~gs99 about which you are 
in doubt. As your solitude becomes mtense, conduct yourse.lf 
according to the rule of this powerful art and the doubt will 

. . I' h JOO Th become clarified for you like true and nghteous Ig t. e 
expanse 10 I of your intellect will be purified f~om the gre~t 
doubts with complete purification and there wIll not remam 
any point of doubt in the matters 102 of your request. 

103 I h Behold, my brother, my dear one, that most y t ~ true 
clarification will come to you through parables and n~dles. 
From this point of view, the words of influence of the mter
preting angel and his riddles will make the P?wer of y?l~r 
intellect strong to understand the parables and nddles. Thl~ IS 
not astounding because even in regard to the true propheCies 
that the prophets, other than Moses our Teacher, may he rest 

\HLiterally: arrange them in the mouth. 
95The 17713 version renders: a holy spirit. 
\ltiThe 1778 version substitutes "their" for "or." 
97The 17713 version omits this phrase. 
m~Literally: teach you. 
99Literally: the place. . 
lOoThe 17713 version renders: a true and righteous explanation. 
IOIThe 17713 version omits this phrase. 
102The 17713 version renders: matter, in the singular. 
IO:lThe 1778 version omits: my dear one; Bar Joseph renders: my son. 



in peace, prophesied, all they related and the mysteries of their 
prophecies were in the form of parables as stated by the Holy 
One, blessed be He: "if there is a prophet among you, 1 the 
Lord will make Myself known unto him in a vision" [1 will speak 
~ith him in a dream]' 104 1 have explained this matter similarly 
m the book 1 composed for you and that 1 called Guide of the 
Perplexed and its explanation is in the second section. 

Distinguished disciple, consider well the seven names and 
how each, except for the seventh, is made up of three 105 

letters. 106 This means that the first six, that is to say the angels 
who are related to them, have in them parts of three natures, 
~he nature of the upper world because they are separate 
mtellects, the nature of the middle world because for each 
figure, 107 one of them 108 is responsible for that planet and its 
orbit,109 and the nature of the lower world according to its 
designated arrangement in the lower world. However, the 
name of the angel appointed over the planet moon has 
[four] 1 

10 letters and the completeness of this planet controls all 
the planets. The four simple fundamental elements III emanate 
from its concavity and below from the center [of the moon]. 

Open your eyes, my dear son,112 [and observe] how the 
enigmas and secrets of divine wisdom will become known to 
you. All that about which you were in doubt concerning the 
clarifications 113 of the Torah and its explanations 114 will be-

I04Numbers 12:6. 
L05Edeiman omits the word "three" which is found in the 1778 version and 

helps to clarify the text. 
I06See notes 75 to 88. 
L07Planet. 
L08Angeis. 
109The entire phrase about the middle world is not in the 1778 version. 

. llOThe 1778 version adds "four" which helps in understanding the mean
mg of the sentence; that is, the other planets are represented by an acronym 
of three letters but the moon's acronym has four letters. (See footnotes 81 and 
88.) 

111 Fire, wind, water, and dust. 
112Allusion to Jeremiah 31:19. 
113The 1778 version renders "clarification" in the singular. 
114The 1778 version renders '·explanation" in the singular. 

come clear to you in the way that I have revealed to you its 
reason and its greatness and its mighty hand lIS through 
Kabbalah from the letters. 116 My probings into most doubts 
were clarified. Because of my love for you it 117 will be for you 
only and not for any laymen 118 with you except for those whom 
God 119 granted understanding. Concerning you and those who 
are comparable to you the prophet said: "the secret of the Lord 
is with them that fear Him, and His covenant, to make them 
know it."120 

Another secret [1 will reveal to you will] enable you to be close 
to the kingl21 and to find favor in his eyes ov.er all the sages of 
the time, to have divine power attached to you, to stand in his 
palace, and to have his attendants ask your [advice] and request 
your presence. I saw fit to help you in a matter that is accepted 
and useful and dear l22 in its existence. Thereby you will rise to 
an even greater level, kmgs will exalt you, all the judges of the 
land will honor you, and they will turn to bear the significance 
of all that you ask of them. You will be among the group of 
their advisors, and their leaders will seek out your advice and 
reject the advice of others. They will encourage you 123 like an 
advocating angel and ask things from your mouth just like from 
the mouth of a prophet who asks [advice] from the Urim and 

Thummin. 124 

llsPerhaps an allusion to The Mighty Hand which is one of the names of 
Maimonides' Mishneh Torah. 

116The 1778 version renders: through the authentic Kabbalah. 
117The knowledge and understanding of the secrets, riddles, and parables 

of the Torah. 
118Literally: strangers, aliens, foreigners. 
119The 1778 version renders: the Creator. 
12°Psalm 25: 14, 
12lLiterally: kingdom or royal family, that is, the government in power. 
122The 1778 version renders: draw close to. 
l23Literally: strengthen you. 
124The last phrase here is translated from the 1778 version. Edelman 

renders: and they ask (advice) from the Urim and Thummin. The Urim and 
Thummin is a priestly device for obtaining oracles. On the high priest's ephod 
(an apron-like garment) lay a breastplate known as choshen-a plate inlaid 
with twelve precious stones engraved with the names of the twelve tribes of 



In the book of Exodus 125 you will find a sentence in which 
the Lord, may He be blessed, said the following to the most 
distinguished man of the human race l26 when He promised 
the Israelites that they would find favor in the eyes of the 
Egyptians: "And I will give this people favor in the sight of the 
Egyptians; and it shall come to pass that when you go, you shall 
not go empty.,,127 I will instruct you, my son, that in this 
sentence there are divine secrets which are not conjectured 
because of their great virtues, for a great portion of divine 
influence rests on the compounding of all the constellations. In 
it 128 are thirteen [Hebrew] words corresponding to the thirteen 
[divine] attributes of the Creator, may He be blessed, alluded to 
in the scriptural verse: "And the Lord passed by before 
him.,,129 

You already know the allusion that I alluded to you in per
son 130 concerning the wisdom of the thirteen attributes. I 
revealed to you their explanations and their mystique in that 
they are incorporated into this number and not another 
number. It is not necessary for me to repeat my dissertation 
because I know that I am speaking to a listenin~ ear. You will 
~lso find that the letters of this scriptural verse 1 1 are forty-six 
m number and that the sum total of this number is alluded to 
in the first letter of this verse and in the last. 132 Behold, there 
are no two letters in the Hebrew alphabet l33 that are duplicated 

Israel-that held the Urim and Thummin (Exodus 28: 15-30 and Leviticus 8:8). 
By means of the Urim, the priest inquired of God on behalf of the king or 
high court (Numbers 27:21 and Yoma 7:5). For more details consult the 
Encyclopedia Judaica, Jerusalem: Keter, 1971, Vol. 16, pp. 8-9. 

125Litera!ly: in the portion (of the Torah that begins with the words): "Now 
these are the names" that is, the Book of Exodus. 

126Moses our Teacher. 
127Exodus 3:21. 
128In this sentence. 
129Exodus 34:6-7. There are thirteen distinct divine attributes in these two 

verses, though there are differences among the rabbis as to their precise 
enumeration. 

130Literally: face to face. 
131Exodus 3:21: "And I will give this people favor." 
132The 1778 version renders: the last letter. 
133Literally: in the aleph-bet. 

in their pronunciation other than the rnern and the vav.
134 

This 
demonstrates the simplicity of their composition. They are 
close and resemble the simple [letters] which are further 

135 
distanced from the three names. 

136 [] . . You will also find therein that the letter vav as It IS 
137 h' h' 11' written has the numerical value of twelve w IC IS an a USlOn 

to the twelve constellations that allude to the twelve precious 
stones [on the breastplate of the high priest] 138 upon which all 
matters of the world are dependent. Behold, the [Hebrew 
letter] rnern as it is written has the numerical value of eighty 139 
which is double the number forty. The four letters of the 
Tetragrammaton [multiplied] by ten 140 and doubled [also 

\:\4 Exod us 3: 21 begins with the letter vav and ends with the letter memo 
B5The 1778 version renders: greatly distanced from the corporeal (He

brew: gashmiyot), whereas Edelman renders the Hebrew: gimmelshemot (three 
names) rather than fusing the two words into gashmiyot, whICh has a totally 
different meaning. In a lengthy footnote, Edelman suggests that the a~tho.r 
is referring to other letters duplicated from the three letters. Thus, 111 hiS 
words," we find an explanation of the words of the Book of Creation: "twent~
four letters are engraved, etc.," that is to say, everything that is created IS 
carved out with these twenty-two words. Perhaps also the fact that each letter, 
in its pronunciation, is comprised of three letters (such as the Hebrew letter 
aleph which in its pronunciation is comprised of three letters (aleph, lamed, and 
pheft) , led the author to call them words rather t~a? letters .. Therefore,. e~ch 
letter which can be divided into three letters, IS Itself m ItS pronunCIatIon 
com~rised of three letters. Thus he portrays them as names comprised of 
three letters. "This is correct in my opinion," concludes Edelman, "but I 
cannot coerce anyone to accept my opinion." 

1:16In Exodus 3:21. 
I:l7Double its usual value of six because, when written, the word vav has the 

letter vav twice in it. 
138Hebrew: avnei chen. The 1778 version has avner choshen, literally: stones 

of the breastplate. See footnote 124. 
139Double its usual value of forty because, when written, the word mem has 

the letter mem twice in it. 
1401n a footnote Edelman suggests that the author refers to the develop-

ment of the ten heavenly intellects together with the lower world which 
receives its influence through them. All of them are influenced by the 
Tetragrammaton. and this is the reason for the ?oub1ing of each ~f its four 
letters; double ten gives twenty for each letter, tImes four equals eighty. 



produces eighty] and this is an allusion to the tenth planet, 
which is holy, giving praise to the Lord. 141 

Now listen, my son, I will give you counsel and may God be 
with yoU. 142 I will teach you to follow this path, [the path of] 
this marvelous Kabbalah. The following is what you should 
do: 143 Take a pen made of refined silver on Thursday, which is 
the day of Jupiter, and watch it. Make ink from the juice of 
roses and saffron 144 on Wednesday, which is the day of the 
planet that is appointed 'over wisdom and grace. Prepare 
parchment that is extremely well cultivated on Sunday, which is 
the day of the sun that is appointed 145 over the sultanate. When 
everything is prepared before you, begin writing on Monday 
during the first hour of the day. Also on that day, fast and 
conduct lourself with holiness and purity. Similarly, 
delineate 1 6 on the parchment and write one word thereon on 
one day147 during the first hour. So too shall you do for each 
word until the completion of the entire scriptural verse of 
thirteen consecutive words. 148 

After you have completed it, carry it on you 149 constantly. 150 

However, be careful, my son, that as long as it is fastened upon 
you, beware of any [bad] action or thought because then the 
influencing power of the celestial bodies on it will weaken and 
become nullified. You too will bear the resPfQnsibility for 151 

your sin and you will be punished. In a place where your 
perception [of these hidden matters] could benefit you, you 
will, heaven forbid, achieve just the opposite. Therefore, ob-

141 Allusion to Leviticus 19:24. 
'42Allusion to Exodus 18:19. 
'43Literally: this is its practice. 
'44The 1778 version omits roses and saffron and substitutes another plant. 
145The 1778 version omits this entire sentence as well as the words "wisdom 

and grace" in the previous sentence. 
146Alternate translations: draw, sketch, portray, stripe, make lines. 
147The 1778 version renders: Monday. 
148Exodus 3:21. 
'49The 1778 version renders: with you. 
150Perhaps the author refers to an amulet upon which is written the 

scriptural verse from Exodus 3:21 and which is to be worn at all times. 
15lLiterally: will have to carry. 

serve and listen. Because if one gives to a wise man, he will 
become yet wiser,152 I point out to you 153 that the righteous 
Joseph found favor in the eyes of his master because of one of 
these reasons about which it is not necessary to speak at length 
because you are a wise man. So too Queen Esther befo~e th.e 
king as it is written: "and she obtained grac~ ~nd. favor m hIS 
sight.,,154 In this [understanding of kabbahstIC l~eas],. I t~o 
achieved what I achieved in the eyes of the ArabIan kmgs m 
Egypt and Alexandria, and all were of this type. 

Behold, I have alluded to you hidden and concealed secrets. 
Protect them on the tablet of your heart. Tie them to your 
windpipe and accept them 155 with the proper judgm~nt and 
God will be with you. I know that you pursue and practice love 

l56 h bl'h Gd157 who of compassion. And walk urn y WIt your 0 

loves peace and pursues peace. I5ti And if you will conduct your~ 
self159 with holiness and purity and reverence for your CreatOl 
and investigate the nature of existing things and the order 1~~ 
eXlstmg things that are influenced by the upp~r wo:ld 
according to Kabbalah, I have given you a way m whIch to 
succeed. I61 I saw fit to show you the way about these two 
straight and honorable approaches ",:h~ch encompa~s ~uch of 
the beginning of the prophetic, rabbmlC, and practICal aspects 

of Kabbalah. . 162 . h' 
May these bring you to an understandmg ?f thmgs t at 

are concealed from you and things about whICh yo~ ,have 
doubts and bring you to a love for all creations and speClflcally 
before kings and princes; that is to say, through the second 

152 Allusion to Proverbs 9:9. 
153Literally: I arrange or prepare or set before you. 
154Esther 2: 17. 
155The 1778 version renders: tie them. 
156The performance of personal acts of loving kindness. 
157 Allusion to Micah 6:8. ., 
158Perhaps a reference to Aaron the high priest. See PlrM Abot 1: 12. 
159Literally: place your ways. 
16uThe 1778 version omits the word "world." 
WIThe latter phrase is not in the 1778 ve~sion. 
162Literally: approaching, touching, reachmg. 



teaching that I taught you and through the first teaching in 
regard to the revealing of what is concealed and about that 
concerning where there are doubts. Together with these two 
perceptions you will achieve eternal spiritual life and you will 
delight in the resplendence of the divine influence, which 
cleaves to those who cleave to Him as it is written: "but you that 
cleave to the Lord your God," and so on. 163 

,; 

You will also achieve thereby164 life in this world with love 
and peace together with your overall political conduct 165 and 
thoughts. You will be preserved in all your ways, which are ways 
of pleasantness, and all your paths are ~eace. 166 May the Lord 
refine you in the crucible of wisdom 1 7 and lead you in the 
proper path and make you dwell in a perfect tent 168 and [grant 
you] peace like a soul praying for your peace. 

Amen-Eternity-Selah 169 

163Deuteronomy 4:4. 
164The 1778 version omits the word "thereby." 
165The latter phrase is not in the 1778 version. 
166 Allusion to Proverbs 3: 17. 
167The crucible of wisdom is apparently a phrase used in kabbalistic works. 

It is found repeatedly in another kabbalistic essay falsely attributed to 
Maimonides, entitled Nine Chapters on the Unity (of God} , in my The Existence and 
Unity of God: Three Treatises Attributed to Moses Maimonide (1990), Northvale, 
NJ: Jason Aronson. 

168Literally: complete tent. The 1778 version renders: a tent of peace. 
169The Hebrew abbreviation A-N-S representing the Hebrew letters Aleph, 

Nun and Samech is found at the end of Megillat Setarim and is an acronym for 
Amen, Netzach, Selah. Bar Joseph erroneously has the last letter as a me1ll rather 
than a santech. 
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